
The Options Are...

Written by Kari Larson

On Wednesday, October 17, Erik, Joyce, and I went to 
visit the enrichment classes at Humboldt Junior and 

Senior High Schools to see what kinds of things they were 
doing.  When we left after visiting each of the four classes 
we were excited about what we had seen.  Here’s a brief 
look into each class:

Cooking and Crafts (taught by Mrs. Sierra)
When we arrived, the group was sitting around a table working on reading and listen-
ing skills.  We sat and joined them taking turns reading out loud from the book The 
Measure of a Man: A Spiritual Autobiography, by Sidney Poitier.  After reading was 
over, the students took out the fans they had started making the week before.  They 
were very neat and were made by gluing plastic forks together in the shape of a fan.  
The youth were having a good time at class and said that “it’s the best.”

History of Theater (taught by Mr. McCloud)
The students we met in this class seemed really enthusiastic about theater and being 
part of this activity.  Mr. McCloud told us they were each picking a scene from a play 
that they would practice at home and perform during the next class.  The students 
would then explain why they chose to perform the scene as he or she did and Mr. Mc-
Cloud would show them how it would have been portrayed in ancient Greek times.

Spanish (taught by Señora Cantú)
There were only 3 students present when we visited on Wednesday, but Sra. Cantú 
showed us the list of people who had signed up to be there.  We are expecting many 
more.  The youth were very interested in a video they were watching about el Dia de 
los Muertos.  Sra. Cantú told us that when the video was over they would talk about 
what they wanted to do to celebrate the Mexican holiday.

Hmong Literacy (taught by Ms. Xiong)
When we entered the classroom, the students were submerged in the lesson Ms. Xiong 
was teaching.  We didn’t want to interrupt, so we did not stay long.  We have spoken 
with Ms. Xiong several times and it sounds as though the class is going very well.  
There are 47 students registered for Hmong Literacy, so it is by far the largest of the 
options classes.
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New Classes 
Starting

Many of the after-school classes 
are starting this week; including:  
Digital Music, Lego Robots, and 
both the Media Arts Classes. All of 
these programs focus on aspects of 
technology.

The Digital Music class will be us-
ing Pro Tools software, a profession 
music editing program. Digital Mu-
sic will be held at Neighborhood 
House Mondays 3:30 - 4:30.

Lego Robots will also be held at 
Neighborhood House. It is on Tues-
days from 6:30 - 7:30. The robots 
will be programed with Mind-
storms Software. The kids will 
be able to make the robots move, 
talk, and do all kinds of interactive 
things. Very exciting!

Media Arts classes will be held at 
GAP and St. Matthews. They will 
be starting off with digital photog-
raphy.
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New Employees
We have two new work study employees through the 
University of Minnesota: Zanell Brown and Tenzin 
Dongchung. Zanell will be working with youth in the after 
school programs. Tenzin will be doing data entry. We are 
very excited to have them on board!

Next Working Group Meeting Times
AATN K - 6th
October 26, 10:00 at Baker Rec Center 

Community & Collaboration
November 12, 10:30 - 12:00 at Baker Rec Center

AATN 7th - 12th
November 13, 9:30 - 11:00 at Baker Rec Center

Contracts
Contracts are ready for all partnering organizations! We will 
be delivering them soon, thank you for your patience as we 
work to complete them. If you have questions about your 
contract, please call Jim Lewis 
at 612 - 626 - 2099.

Photos
There are photos available online for the use of the 
Neighborhood Learning Communtiy. Check it out and feel 
free to add more!

Website: http://picasaweb.google.com
Username: neighborhoodlearning@gmail.com
Password: bakerrec

Neighborhood Community on Myspace
Search for our page by this email:
neighborhoodlearning@gmail.com

We have a little bit of info on there, but will be adding more 
and requesting friends.

Announcements & UpdatesProgram Calendar

Mondays
• Hmong Literacy 2:15-4:30 HJr
• Cooking and Crafts 2:15-4:30 HJr
• Homework Help 2:35-4:15 StM
• Media Arts 3:15-4:15 GAP
• Media Arts 4:15-5:00 StM
• Homework Help 4:15-5:10 GAP
• Digital Music 3:30-4:30 (starting 10/22) NH
• Nutrition/Fitness 5-7 (starting 11/5) NH
• Theatre 5:30-7:00 (starting 11/5) NH

Tuesdays
• Hmong Art and Dance 2:15-4:30 HJr
• Homework Help 2:35-4:15 StM
• Media Arts 3:15-4:15 GAP
• Media Arts 4:15-5:00 StM
• Homework Help 4:15-5:10 GAP
• Youth Guides 4:30-6:00 every 1st and 3rd 
   Tuesday of month (starting 10/16) Bkr
• Lego Robots 6:30-7:30 (starting 10/23) NH

Wednesdays
• Hmong Literacy 2:15-4:30 HJr
• History of Acting 2:15-4:30 HSr
• Spanish 2:15-4:30 HSr 
• Cooking and Crafts 2:15-4:30 HJr
• Homework Help 2:35-4:15 StM 
• Homework Help 3:00-5:30 NH
• Media Arts 3:15-4:15 GAP
• Media Arts 4:15-5:00 StM
• Homework Help 4:15-5:10 GAP
• Spoken Word 4:30-5:30 NH
• Nutrition/Fitness 5-7 (starting 11/5) NH

Thursdays
• Spanish 2:15-4:30 HSr 
• Hmong Art and Dance 2:15-4:30 HJr
• Homework Help 2:35-4:15 StM
• Homework Help 3:00-5:30 NH
• Media Arts 3:15-4:15 GAP
•  4:15-5:00 StM
• Homework Help 4:15-5:10 GAP

Fridays
• Homework Help 3:00-5:30 NH
• Homework Help 3:15-4:10 GAP
• Spoken Word 5:00-6:00 NH

Key
HJr - Humbolt Jr. High
HSr - Humbolt Sr. High
StM - St. Matthews Middle School
GAP - Gudalupe Alternative Program
Bkr  -  Baker Rec Center
NH - Neighborhood House

Cooking & Crafts


